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     Individuals and families create and      

collect some of our most valuable historical 

documents.   

      Donating your documents and photo-

graphs to an Archives ensures that your  

role in the history of your community will 

not be forgotten.    

     A written history of the family or individ-

ual accompanies the records, which are 

never mixed with other material in the    

archives. 

     While these archives serve as a valu-

able resource in the present, they will also 

be kept  safe and preserved for future   

generations to access, and to  keep them 

in touch with their past.   

     Together, our  personal and family    

archives create the fascinating story of   

the settlement of the South Peace.  Let’s 

not lose that story! 

 

While Archives always prefer to    
preserve originals, portions of a     

collection can be copied, if           
necessary, to document an            

individual’s or family’s history. 

 
South Peace Regional  

Archives 
 

collects, preserves, and makes accessible 

to the public, records of individuals, fami-

lies, businesses, organizations and institu-

tions which reflect the political, cultural and 

economic life of the south Peace River 

Country of Alberta.  

 
Mailing Address: 

Box 687, Grande Prairie AB 
T8V 3A8 

 
Hours of Operation:   

Weekdays 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
or phone for an appointment.  

 
Contact: Mary Nutting, Archivist 

780-830-5105 
 

Archivist:     spra@telus.net 
Research:    spra.reference@telus.net 
Photos:        spra.photos@telus.net 
 

On the Net: 
www.southpeacearchives.org 

 
Archives are a  

public resource and we 
welcome visitors as well as 

phone or e-mail  
inquiries. 

Archiving 
Personal and 

Family Records  
 

Create a Family 
Legacy 



Why Donate  

Historical Records to 

 an Archives? 

 
Protect your Family 

History from Destruction 
Is Your Family 

History in Danger 
 of being torn apart? 

Keep it Real! and 
Restrictions to Access 

  The other extreme is when everyone wants 

a piece of the family history.  Each descen-

dent takes some photographs and docu-

ments, and the wonderful family albums are 

torn apart.   

     The history that belongs to all is taken care 

of by no-one, and the story of the original fam-

ily is scattered in bits across the country, sub-

ject to loss and deterioration. 

    One solution to this problem is to archive 

the originals, which are then available to any-

one who wants a copy. 

   We need to archive the immediate truth about 

our past as it is found in personal records such 

as letters, diaries, and financial records.  Even 

sensitive records should be preserved, but they 

may be restricted for reasons of privacy.   

     For example, the homesick letters of a lonely 

immigrant (even if in a different language), the 

anguished diary of an un-wed mother in the 

1950s, the legal documents in a bitter land dis-

pute between neighbours, the private records of 

a business man—all of these are part of our his-

tory and should be preserved, but they should 

also be restricted until they can no longer embar-

rass or hurt anyone.  You can ask the Archives to 

restrict personal records for a time. 

Letters, Photographs, and Personal Papers 

Journals, Diaries and Memoirs 

Genealogy and War records 

Photographs and documents of community activities 

Scrapbooks and Family Histories 

Personal collections of local interest 

Farm or Business records 

Oral Histories 

    Family historians spend many hours     

collecting and documenting their family     

history, but that precious collection, carefully 

garnered over a lifetime, can be discarded  

by descendents if they do not recognize its 

value. 

     Archiving your work and family history is 

one way to guarantee that it will be pre-

served.  The material should be archived 

where the family has spent the most signifi-

cant part of their lives. 

     If you are not sure what to keep and what 

to discard, ask the Archives for help. 
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